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LIFE LESSONS ON FRIENDSHIP

God's Love Prevails
BY: JAMESE WILLIS
Friends, how many of us have them? This is a story of God's
love, a willingness to obey and sacrifice. Recently, I was able
to have a round table discussion with a group of women
surrounding friendship. How do you recognize a true friend?
Are friendships seasonal? Can a broken friendship come
back to life? These are all questions we examined at our
Sunday brunch.
When you think of friendship a story that comes to mind is
David and Jonathan. The Bible describes them as being so
close that their hearts were knit together. That means they
were on one accord. Such was the same for Ebony and
Angela. These two women were friends for many years,
through tragedies and triumphs yet at some point their
friendship drifted away.
When I asked what caused the rift in their relationship,

took a three year hiatus. I was shocked and interested to
know what would make someone come back after three
years of being apart. Angela said in early 2017, after much
fasting and prayer the Lord began to place Ebony on her
heart.Quickly, she dismissed the thoughts as the enemy
trying to open an already healed wound. She read a book
about kindness which inspired her to try again. Angela
began praying for Ebony, her vision, well-being and family.
Eventually, she opened her phone, went to Instagram and
tried to write a few messages but deleted them. Finally she
realized there was purpose in her vulnerability and God
would receive the glory from their renewed friendship.
Three months later she reached out to Ebony with no
expectation of a response.
Ebony said when she saw the message on Instagram she
wasn't enthused. She thought, 'What is this? Why 3 years
later? Why on my birthday?' Those were her carnal thoughts;
however, she revealed that the Lord told her not to answer
the message right away.

Ebony answered saying, "Outside influences began to define
our relationship." With that being said a six year friendship
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Why 3 years later?
Before we get to the reconciliation I asked what
happened to them individually during those three years
and I was pleasantly surprised to hear their answered
mirrored one another. They both responded that
during their three year separation they spent time
learning their identity in Christ. Ebony described it as
an identity shift. They became comfortable with being
who God called them to be and they also had to strip
off those who were uncomfortable with the identity
shift. Angela talked about walking humility, releasing
pride and seeking God's Word for truth.
Finally, after wrestling with the Lord they were able to
come together again by meeting up to talk. It just so
happened as they were meeting up they stopped by a
friend's house who discerned how God wanted to
restore the relationship for His glory.
They talked honestly, with the quasi mediator and
allowed God's presence to literally sit on their
friendship. Angela and Ebony described this moment as
a washing away of insecurities, miscommunications and
misconceptions. Both said, had there not been an
impartial mediator they don't think they would have the
friendship they enjoy today.
This story shows that sometimes friendships do need a
break, but when they're meant to be the disconnected
parties will come back together. What I love most about
this friendship is it's clear that Christ is in the center.
When asked what advice they would give others in
regards to rebuilding a friendship the response was
don't be afraid to trust and obey God. If He tells you to
begin again, then begin again because He's timed it out
for a purpose. Also, be free to have an open dialogue
with that friend to discuss expectations of the
friendship and lastly see vulnerability as a strength and
not a weakness.

They spent time

Yes some friendships are seasonal but some are for a

learning their identity

lifetime. Regardless of the time frame, see the value of
God sending the two of you into each other's lives.
Earlier, I expressed this was a story of God's love, and a

in Christ.

willingness to obey and sacrifice. God loved Ebony and
Angela so much that He knew they'd need each other
again. Despite His love, they had to be willing to obey
Him and sacrifice their pride, fears, and ideals to
receive the blessing of a renewed friendship.
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GOD'S LOVE PREVAILS

